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Welcome to seventh grade and to what I know will be an exciting year of English!  Throughout the year, we will be studying a variety of topics, including writing and editing, grammar, vocabulary, literature, listening skills, public speaking, and creative thinking. 

Course Overview

Seventh grade English is a full year course focused on developing reading, writing, and oral communication skills.  We will develop comprehension and interpretation skills through analysis of both fiction and non-fiction.  We will also work on creative, narrative, informative, and persuasive modes of writing.  Grammar and vocabulary will also be studied extensively.


Text 

Each student will be issued the following textbooks:  Prentice Hall Literature; Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes and Sadlier Vocabulary Workshop Level B – Common Core Enriched Edition. 

Supplementary text and other media will be used at the teacher's discretion.


Student Expectations

Students will: 
· Complete all assignments in a timely manner. 
· Attend class regularly. 
· Be prompt. 
· Be prepared to work. 

· Pay attention. 
· Be respectful. 
· Stay on task. 
Weekly Class Schedule
Monday: vocabulary words assigned; cards made in class

Wednesday: vocabulary homework due


Thursday: vocabulary flip book due 

Friday: vocabulary test, vocabulary cards turned in prior to test for bonus points
Daily: Sacred Writing Time/ Journaling/ Do Now Bell Ringers for the first few minutes of class

Materials Needed 
· twin pocket portfolio folder or binder (for handouts; this will be turned in several times throughout the year for points; you may also use an expandable file folder if you wish)
· one subject notebook or loose leaf lined paper (for general use)
· one subject notebook (for the Writing Notebook/Class Activities – preferably a marble Composition notebook but any one subject notebook will work)

· index cards (Several packs; we use index cards for key terms and vocabulary cards.)
· pens, pencils (if you use mechanical pencils, you are responsible for having extra lead ), and erasers
· highlighter

Homework Policy

You can expect to receive homework Monday-Thursday (usually not every night!).  Sometimes a long-term assignment may need completed over the weekend. 

Late work is unacceptable.  However, I do understand that sometimes things happen.  Each student will be given one Late Homework Pass for each marking period.  By using this pass, you avoid having any lateness points docked from your assignment if you turn in the assignment the next day with this pass attached.   Once you use your pass for the marking period, any late assignments will have points docked.  There are a few assignments given throughout the year where I do not permit the use of the Late Homework Pass.  Students will be informed up front whether or not they may use their pass on a particular assignment.


Points will be taken from work that is more than one day late (example: vocabulary homework). Please note that some homework, such as grammar worksheets or literature questions, that is reviewed in class the day it is due will NOT be accepted late; it will be a zero.  If there is an extraneous amount of homework being missed overall, a new homework policy will be implemented.
 Extra Credit Policy

I do not permit individual extra credit or bonus point work, so please do not ask me permission to do so.  There are weekly opportunities for students to earn bonus points by turning in their vocabulary flash cards for bonus points on test days.  Additionally, literature tests usually contain bonus questions as well.  


Absence Policy

You are responsible for making up classwork and homework when you are absent.  You should talk to a classmate or the teacher immediately following your absence.  If you miss a test, quiz, or project presentation, you must make it up the next day you come to school after your absence. It is YOUR job to find out what you missed and make it up as soon as possible.  
On the designated bulletin board are folders for each class.  If you are absent and there are handouts, I will make sure there are copies in the folder for you when you return.  Please still check with a classmate or teacher to make sure you didn’t miss any notes or anything else of importance. 
Other Classroom Expectations

Students will: 
· Seek permission before leaving assigned seats
· Seek permission to speak in class
· Be respectful of classroom and personal property
· Use only pencils or pens with blue or black ink on all assignments and tests unless otherwise noted – repeated offenses can lead to points being deducted! 
· Refrain from using the waste can as a basketball hoop
· Refrain from chewing gum, eating food, or drinking beverages
· Have their assignment books/hall passes with them at all times
Contact Me
Parents and guardians, if you need to contact me, please feel free to send me an email or call.  I will get back to you as soon as possible.  Students may also feel free to email me with any homework questions!
Don’t forget to sign up for text reminders through Remind.com.  Instructions on how to sign up for your class period’s reminders are detailed on another handout.  You may also privately text me through that app, which will ensure a faster response than via email or call after school hours.  

Mrs. Deljanovan
Room 102
570-758-2011
tdeljanovan@linemountain.com

